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MEMORANDUM

TO: State Branches
FROM: RSL National
DATE: 7 October 2025

SUBJECT: Change to the RSL Badge

General

On 16 Oct 25, at the RSL Australia Annual General Meeting (AGM), the Members
will be asked to approve a change to the RSLA Bylaws regarding the RSL Badge.
The badge change, already endorsed by the RSLA Board, links with the accession of
His Majesty King Charles Il and the Monarch’s adoption of the Tudor Crown.

Over the history of the League, the RSL Badge has changed on several occasions
as per Enclosure One. The RSLA badge change ensures the RSL remains
consistent with Royal protocols and acknowledges His Majesty King Charles Il as
the Patron of RSLA. Defence and other Australian Government agencies have also
recently undergone similar changes to adopt the Tudor Crown.

Changes to the RSL Badge
The changes endorsed proposed are:

1. Tudor Crown - The St Edward's Crown marking the reign of Queen Elizabeth
Il, has been updated to the Tudor Crown, as chosen by King Charles Ill to
symbolise his reign.

2. Flora - The previous floral emblems on the right of the badge (leek, rose,
thistle, and shamrock) have been replaced with a sprig of rosemary and a
poppy, symbolising Australian flora linked to Anzac and Remembrance Day.
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Implementation Guidance

The RSL is adopting a measured and cost-efficient approach to implementing the
RSLA badge change. Guided by a ‘grandfathering’ principle, the existing RSL badge
will remain valid, and the new badge will be introduced progressively to minimise
financial and operational disruptions. RSL Branches are encouraged to avoid
unnecessary expenditures in accordance with the King’s wishes. Implementation is
based on a ‘staged approach’ - with digital assets (eg letterheads) changing first, and
signage, physical badges and merchandise changing gradually as part of routine
replacement of physical assets. The ADF is adopting the same ‘grandfathering’ plan
to minimise costs with graduated implementation of their badging.

Communications Plan

This Memorandum should be shared across the League and especially with Sub-
Branches, noting it must remain embargoed until 17 Oct ‘implementation day’. All
Sub-Branches should be advised of the intention to implement the new badge,
subject to amendment of the RSLA Bylaws on 16 Oct. A formal memo will be sent to
all State and Territory Branches following the AGM to confirm the AGM decision.

RSLA will announce the decision for the new RSL badge on 17 Oct on various
platforms, including a media release, the President's Newsletter, social media posts
and website announcements. Digital changes will be implemented quickly by RSLN
on 17 Oct (such as letterheads and website). RSLN has begun the process for
arranging trademarks for the new badge.
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Access to Badge Design

At the link below, you'll find the design files for the new badge. The RSLA Brand
Guidelines, which provide advice regarding the design protocols, will be amended to
reflect the new designs and will be available after 17 Oct. Previously agreed RSL
colours remain extant.

https:/[********xx*drive/folders/11TTcK25kfIErKtJv2ASbKe094qdp3Ceq?usp=driv
e link

Conclusion

The change to the RSLA badge, including the adoption of the Tudor Crown by our
RSLA Patron King Charles I, is to be confirmed after the RSLA AGM on 16 Oct.
RSL Branches and Sub-Branches should note this imminent change, which will be
confirmed in a further Memo after RSLA AGM. The date of Implementation is
planned for 17 Oct 25.

P.D. Winter
CEO RSLA

Enclosure One: The History of RSL Badge Changes
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History of the RSL Badge

The badge worn by all members of the Returned & Services League of Australia, is a symbol of readiness at all
times to render service to Queen and country and to former comrades. It is a time-honoured emblem - one that
has been worn with a deep sense of pride by the most revered in our land and one that glorifies the coats of all
privileged to wear it.

No wealth or influence can purchase the badge which may be worn only by those who have served their country.
The badge is in the form of a shield and the shield is a protection to the wearer.

In the badge the red represents the blood ties of war that exist between comrades. White stands for the purity of
the motives in joining the league - to render service without thought of personal gain or ambition. The blue
indicates a willingness to render that service to a comrade anywhere under the blue sky - wherever he may be.
The wattle is symbolic of Australia. The leek, rose, thistle and shamrock are symbolic of, and represent the link
with Wales, England, Scotland and Ireland respectively.

Depicted in the centre of the badge, and encircled by the name of the organisation, are a sailor, soldier, airman
and servicewoman marching together with their arms linked in friendship. This is to show that within the circle
of the League, all Services and all ranks march together in unity and comradeship.
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