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The Returned & Services League of Australia (RSL) acknowledges the exceptional tenure
of National President Major General (Retd.) Greg Melick, whose six-and-a-half-year
presidency will conclude on 16 October 2025.

Known for his steadfast leadership, Greg Melick, with a dedicated National Board and
management team, successfully 'steadied the ship' during a critical time for the
organisation, restoring trust and modernising its approach to veteran advocacy.

Greg Melick assumed the RSL presidency in May 2019. With the support of the National
Board, he restored organisational stability and established a clear strategic vision. Under
his leadership, they rebuilt public confidence and established essential partnerships, and
RSL Australia once again became a trusted, influential voice for the nation's veteran
community.

His re-election in 2022 underscored the strong mandate from RSL State Branches to
continue his transformative work.

Greg Melick has served the fifth-longest presidential term since the RSL's establishmentin
1916.

During Greg Melick's presidency:
« RSL membership has increased steadily over the past four years, now totalling

more than 153,000 members

The organisation achieved record levels of policy advocacy output

Cross-state cooperation and resource sharing improved significantly

Partnerships with national and international organisations have strengthened

RSL provided full support to the Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran

Suicide and is driving a sustained advocacy campaign for the implementation of all

122 recommendations

o RSL launched the Middle East Area of Operations (MEAQO) Scoping Study — a
critical research project into the needs of contemporary veterans

« RSL Defence and National Security Committee was re-established and is providing
a necessary voice on Australia’s defence preparedness and recruitment, and
advocating for improvements for current-serving personnel.

Greg Melick leaves an enduring legacy that will extend far beyond his departure. The
foundations established by Greg Melick and the National Board have positioned the
League for future success, and the RSL National Office sincerely thanks him for his
dedicated service to the veteran community.

On 16 October 2025, RSL Australia will elect a new National President for a three-year
term. Three nominees have been put forward by their respective State Branches. Each
candidate brings a wealth of experience, a deep commitment to the RSL, and a unique
vision for the future of our organisation. Learn more.



