
 

 

 

 

 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

THE SECOND BATTALION (AMPHIBIOUS), THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT 

Today marks the occasion on which 2 RAR transitions from being a light infantry battalion in the 3rd 

Brigade to a specialised pre-landing force of the Amphibious Task Group and part of the 1st Division. 

Raised as the 66th Battalion on the 16th of October 1945, renamed the 2nd Battalion on the 23rd of 

November 1948 and then becoming one of the foundation units of the RAR on the 31st of March 1949 

the black Battalion is one of Australia’s finest units, serving with distinction in Japan, Korea, Malaya, 

Vietnam, Cambodia, Somalia, Rwanda, East Timor, Solomon Islands, Iraq and Afghanistan. Since its 

inception, 2 RAR has carried a well-earned reputation for outstanding performance in the field and the 

relentless pursuit of excellence, regardless of the task.  Through your actions in support of the 

amphibious trial and from what you have shown that you are capable of in 2017, you have enhanced the 

reputation of a Battalion that is second to none. As we embark on the journey towards delivering a world 

class pre-landing force (PLF) capability for our nation, the impressive reputation of 2 RAR will endure.   

The successful conclusion of the amphibious trial is a critical milestone and it is important to recognise 

the significant contributions of all of the 1300 soldiers and officers who have been posted to 2 RAR 

during the trial. I thank you for your efforts. Regardless of whether you are staying or leaving  

2 RAR (Amphib), you can all hold your heads high in the knowledge that you have played a valuable 

role in delivering a strategically significant and credible amphibious capability for your nation.  You can 

be proud of your service in 2 RAR and of what this unit has achieved.  You will always be part of the 2 

RAR family and welcome at Samichon Lines.      

The transition of 2 RAR is a unique and exciting opportunity. Leaner and more agile, 2 RAR (Amphib) 

will be a specialist amphibious support unit, with specialist roles requiring specialist equipment and 

expertise. We will become the Army’s conventional force experts at amphibious reconnaissance and 

surveillance, small boat operations, battle space shaping, riverine operations, deep ground reconnaissance 

and limited scale raids in support of a joint force. We are forging new ground and we will drive the PLF 

capability forward to ensure that 2 RAR (Amphib) becomes the premier conventional amphibious and 

land reconnaissance unit in the world.    

The culture, professionalism and excellence in foundation warfighting skills that have been the hallmark 

of 2 RAR since 1945 will not change. These strengths have allowed 2 RAR to make an effective 

contribution to the amphibious trial and these same attributes will be the foundation stone on which 2 

RAR (Amphib) builds a world class PLF capability. At the same time, we will remain ready to switch 

our focus and to once again function as one of Army’s most capable Infantry Battalions. Your agility and 

professionalism, underpinned by outstanding leadership at all levels, will enable this flexibility.  

2 RAR’s transition and the generation of a new capability will not be without its challenges. That’s ok. 

We’ll confront these challenges head on, find a solution and then move on without fuss. That is the  

2 RAR way. We are the quiet professionals. Composed, fit, adaptable and humble men and women who 

let our actions speak louder than our words and who can be relied upon to do whatever it takes to get the 

job done. These qualities will enable us to rise to meet any challenge. I am proud to serve as CO 2 RAR 

(Amphib) and of what we have achieved in 2017. It will be a privilege to continue serving alongside you 

as we take the next step in the very proud history of a unit that will always be, second to no one. 
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